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Okinawan Migration Processes in the Canadian
Prairies in the Early 20th Century

Hironao Hanaki

This research explored Japanese migration processes in the Canadian Prairies
in the early 20th century, with a specific focus on Okinawans, who comprised the
majority of the migrants to this area at that time. In this research, immigration lists
and directories were used to compare the year of migration and place of residence
of Okinawans and other Japanese migrants. Immigration lists and the biographies
contained in migration history books were also used to study the movement and
changes in occupations among Okinawan migrants.

Japanese immigration to Canada began in the late 19th century, replacing
Chinese labourers in the workforce. After the early 1900s, Japanese immigration
to Canada via Hawaii increased. In 1907, following the Vancouver riots against
Japanese and other Asian immigrants, the Lemieux Agreement restricted Japanese
immigration to Canada. Okinawans immigrated to Canada later than the other
Japanese migrants and their number was small among the Japanese in Canada, as
they only started to immigrate in 1907.

The Canadian Prairies underwent development in the late 19th century, with
Japanese immigrants moving to the Prairies in the early 20th century. Japanese
and Okinawans primarily lived in Southern Alberta and along the Canadian Pacific
Railway. In addition, many Japanese were engaged in agriculture in Raymond or
lived in cities, such as Calgary, while many Okinawans worked as coal miners in
Hardieville, and some lived in Kenora, Ontario, close to the Manitoba border.

This research focused on the migration processes of Okinawans to Canada
in 1907. These immigrants originated from Chatan and Yomitan villages in the
mid-west Okinawa Island and Katsuren and Yonashiro villages in the mid-east
Okinawa Island. Yogi Masamichi, a Tokyo Imin Company emigration broker from
Chatan, Okinawa, recruited emigrants to Canada, which is one reason why so many
migrants hailed from the villages of Chatan and Yomitan.

Following immigration to Canada, natives of Chatan and Yomitan were
primarily engaged as linesmen in Southern Alberta. Thereafter, they worked as

coal miners in Hardieville, following pioneers from Chatan. Natives of Katsuren
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and Yonashiro largely settled in Raymond, running farming partnerships or small
private enterprises. Kenora, become home to migrants from Ogimi village, in
north Okinawa Island. These Ogimi natives first worked in Calgary, having made
connections with natives of Kagoshima, Kyushu, before moving to Kenora to work
as linesmen.

A comparison between the Okinawan migrants and the other Japanese migrants
as well as that between Chatan and Ogimi immigrants to the Canadian Prairies
revealed that the immigrants whose period of immigration was late and whose
number was small tended to settle in areas and occupations which former Japanese
immigrants had not chosen. In addition, Okinawans occasionally moved and
changed their occupations through their connections with the natives of Kagoshima.
This research elaborates on these characteristics of Okinawan immigration to the

Canadian Prairies.

(University of the Ryukyus)
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